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CONSIDER the difference 
between the expressions: 
beneath my roof, and within my 
walls, and you will see how im' 
portant a part of the house 
the roof must always be to the 
mind, as well as to the eye!' 

— RUSKIN 
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LUDOWICI-CELADON COMPANY 

CHICAGO , ILLINOIS. 
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Residence of E. P. Sedgwic\ t Highland ?ar\, Illinois. R. E. Pingrey r Chicago, Architect. 
Roofed with hi pi RIAL Straight Barrel Mission Tiles, variegated. 




HERE was a time when the roof was looked upon 
as nothing more than a shelter from the elements, 
|£^ but today it is regarded as one of the first essentials 
of good architectural style. More and more its form and ma- 
terial are receiving the best thought of the foremost architects. 

When you consider that the roof never escapes critical 
observation, the importance of making it attractive is quite 
apparent. Much more pleasure and comfort can be derived 
from a home that excites favorable comment than from 
one which is the subject of adverse criticism. 
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Again, one should not fail to take into consideration the 
sales merit of an artistic home over one that is unmter- 
esting or unsightly. The first impression usually is a lasting 
one, and the establishment of a dislike to a house at the 
outset will often make it difficult to dispose of. 

For anyone who wishes his roof to be a thing of beauty, 
thereby increasing pleasure and pride m the home and enhanc- 
ing its selling value,Vitreous Shale Roofing Tiles are the only 
material which will yield this satisfaction permanently and 
also afford everlasting protection from fire and the elements. 




/j/LMOST from the very time that our primitive an- 
cestors discarded the ineffectual protection of roofs 
S&^^Ll of leafy boughs, tiles have been the world's most 
favored roofing material. It is known that these tiles, or 
sun-baked plates of beaten clay, were employed for roofing 
in Egypt, Babylon and Assyria, and still later on by the 
Greeks and Romans. 

China and Japan also have made use of tiles for count- 
less centuries, and it is to them that the architecture of those 
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countries owes much of its individuality. Everywhere in the 
Orient elaborate and characteristic examples of tile roofing serve 
to break the monotony of the landscape and delight the eye. 
Today, as for centuries past, most of the roofs of European 
countries are of burned tiles. These warm, colorful roofs, 
many of which have provided shelter for generations, 
never fail to arouse the admiration of the traveler abroad. 

The credit for the introduction of roofing tiles into this 
country belongs to the old Spanish padres, who brought the 
knowledge of tile-making to the Pacific coast about the middle 
of the eighteenth century. While the early forms were crude 
and rough, the old missions and homes on which they were 
used are today among the most interesting sights in Southern 
California. 



HE efforts of the Spanish priests on the Pacific coast 
represent the first successful tile-making in this 
•0 y$£$t country. But their tiles required other materials to 
produce a weather-tight roof. In this respect they were m 
marked contrast to the perfected tiles of today. 
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Residence of J. J. Waring, Denver, 
Colorado, J. B. Benedict, Architect. 
Roofed with Imperial Spanish Tiles in 
Dull Green. 
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For many years afterward tiles were not produced in 
America. In fact, no real advancement in the art of tile- 
making in this country was made until 1875, when the first 
modern American tile plant was established. 

The entry of the Ludowici-Celadon Company into the 
field revolutionised the manufacture and sale of roofing tiles 
in America. New and more attractive patterns were designed, 
improved devices invented, and a wide variety of pleasing colors 
achieved. Today, Imperial Vitreous Shale Roofing Tiles rep- 
resent the attainment of perfection in tile-making methods. 



l^iJfilJC'H of the character of any dwelling is in its 
1 1 roof, and from the standpoint of architectural 
beauty Imperial Roofing Tiles have every advan^ 
tage. Unfortunately, many home builders disregard the roof 
and other important exterior features, concentrating their 
attention on the interior. The roof, however, never escapes 
observation, whereas much of the interior remains unseen 
even by intimate friends. Thus it is wise to select a roofing 
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material which adds charm and distinction to the home, mak- 
ing a pleasing impression upon even the most casual observer. 

Imperial Shale Roofing Tiles, with their pleasing play of 
light and shadow, impart dignity to any home. Moreover, 
their rich, warm hues give promise of comfort and good 
cheer within. Roofs of these colorful tiles seem actually to 
smile a welcome to the passerby. To study homes which 
have been enriched by the use of Imperial Roofing Tiles is 
to be convinced that no other material can endow a dwell- 
ing with similar character. 



r . V1PERIAL Vitreous Shale Roofing Tiles defy Time. 

Q$$ t*tk Once properly applied, they afford enduring and 

absolute protection from the elements. Not only 

are these tiles absolutely unaffected by even the most severe 

climatic changes, but they are fireproof as well. 

Examples of the everlasting qualities of roofing tiles are 
almost without number. Every European city abounds with 
structures that have been protected for centuries by their 
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Residence of E. Stanley Wires, Whitmg 
Road, Wellesley Hills, Massachusetts. 
Roofed with Imperial Hand Roughened 
Closed Shingle Tiles, half Light Sage 
,ind half Dar\ Sage Brown. 
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original roofs of ancient tiles. With complete indifference to 
sun, wind, and rain, these quaint old tiles retain their per- 
manency and beauty of coloring unimpaired. 




VITREOUS Tile roof never requires the aid of 
stain, paint or other artifice to retain its original 
^£^bS3SJ§ beauty. Long after roofs of other materials have 
become faded and shabby, a roof of Imperial Tiles will 
be as colorful and attractive as on the day it was applied. 

The mellow, harmonious hues of Imperial Tiles are 
burned directly into the shale, and are not affected by even 
the most intense heat of the sun. Conclusive proof of this 
is found in the Canal Zone, where some six hundred car- 
loads of our tiles have been used to roof all important 
Government buildings. 

This feature of enduring beauty is worthy of considera- 
tion when planning a home, as it will spare much annoy- 
ance and after expense. A roof which must be constantly 
re'Stained is a distinct liability, and will prove a source of 
trouble throughout its entire life. 
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Residence of Architect Perry T. John- 
nston, Illinois. Roofed with 
Imperial S. 
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Frequently, other types of roofings are used in an attempt 
to imitate the variegated color effects which hard -burned 
tiles alone can yield permanently. When new, these mate- 
rials present a rather pleasing appearance, but the colors are 
not permanent, and in time will partially or completely 
disappear. 




ROOF of Imperial Shale Tiles can be constructed 
to harmonise in design and color with any type 
1 ■ : '±l3i of dwelling. This is one of the strong points m 
their favor recognised by leading architects. Still another 
advantage is that when properly blended they harmonize 
delightfully with the natural background, resulting in per- 
fect harmony between the house and its surrounding 

Roofing tiles are produced at our plants in a variety of 
styles, the most popular of which are illustrated and described 
on Page 30. Although the standard color of these tiles is 
red, we make them in almost every color to meet individual 
requirements. 
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Due to our efforts in making available so wide a variety 
of shapes and colors in roofing tiles, it is now possible to 
duplicate in this country even the most unusual types of 
foreign roof treatments. It is the desire of this company to 
co-operate closely with architects, contractors and home 
builders who wish to achieve distinctive roofing effects, and 
our facilities are always at your command. 




|HE home builder who selects Imperial Roofing 
Tiles has the satisfaction of knowing that he has 
chosen a roof which will outlast his home. Like 
wine, such a roof will improve rather than deteriorate with 
age, and, if applied properly, it never will require replace- 
ment or even repairs. 

The improved methods of the Ludowici-Celadon Com- 
pany have long since removed tiles from the list of building 
luxuries, and they are now within the reach of almost 
every purse. Thus, it is both needless and false economy to 
select a cheaper roofing material, as the cost of a tile roof 
is its first and only cost. 
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It is a mistaken impression that tile roofing requires a 
much heavier under construction than other roofing materials; 
2x6 inch wood rafters, such as are used for ordinary residence 
construction, have sufficient strength to support tile roofing 
when spaced not more than 16 inches on centers. 




PpHE old-fashioned idea that tile roofs are for only 

% ^fp t ^ ie more pretentious home is rapidly disappearing. 

^fl£ Nowadays it is not uncommon to see even the 



modest bungalow distinguished by a roof of Imperial Roof- 
ing Tiles. In the case of the dwelling pictured on the oppo- 
site page, the wise choice of Shale Roofing Tiles has added 
much to its character and distinction. Its roof is m perfect 
accord with the architecture and color scheme, as well as 
with the natural background. 

It makes little difference whether a residence be small or 
large, or whether it be built of wood, stucco, concrete, brick 
or stone; m every instance the use of Imperial Roofing 
Tiles will add to its attractiveness and comfort, increase its 
selling value and save money for its owner in the end. 
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No longer is economy an acceptable excuse for ugliness. 
Therefore one cannot charge the inartistic appearance of a 
home to the desire to save money, but purely to a spirit of 
indifference on the part of the builder. When in the long 
run it costs even less to have the best, surely there is no 
good reason for rejecting so important an architectural asset 
as a roof of Imperial Tiles. 




fHILE arguments in favor of Imperial Vitreous Shale 
Roofing Tiles are almost without number, one of 
the strongest is their fire-resisting quality. To those 
who live m congested districts, the absolute protection from 
fire assured by Shale Tiles is of great importance. For here 
the roof may sometimes be exposed to flames and firebrands 
from nearby fires. 

Fifty per cent of all conflagrations are due to sparks or 
flames communicated from adjoining buildings. When wood 
laths for the interior have been condemned, why put an 
equally combustible material on that part of the building 
most exposed to the possibility of ignition by flying sparks? 
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Unlike metal roofs, tiles do not attract lightning, and in 
this respect they provide an additional safeguard. The in- 
surance companies are fully aware of the protection which 
tiles afford, and offer a reduced rate on structures covered 
with them. This is only another instance of the way in 
which Imperial Roofing Tiles repeatedly repay their 
original cost. 



;fc9N PLANNING a home, one of the most vital 
factors in the safeguarding of health and comfort 
is the roof It must protect not only the house it- 
self and all its contents, but those who dwell beneath it. 



Imperial Roofing Tiles are not alone weatherproof and 
fire-proof, but being non-conductors of heat and cold they 
add greatly to comfort and the general health. A roof of 
these tiles will keep the house cooler in summer and warmer 
in winter, and enable you to make an appreciable saving 
in heating bills. 
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The heat-resisting quality of tiles is evidenced by their 
extensive use in semi-tropical countries. Throughout Florida 
and Southern California, as well as m Cuba, Porto Rico 
and the Canal Zone, roofs of Imperial Vitreous Shale 
Tiles are becoming increasingly popular as a source of pro- 
tection from the heat. 

If you have never looked on your roof as a contributing 
factor to the health and comfort of yourself and family, these 
facts are worthy of your deep consideration. 



(&\ RXtT^ROM the facts which have been presented on the 

W& \ ■ i 

M RTJitjtV preceding pages, it is evident that a satisfactory 
dLyjtSSte substitute for Imperial Vitreous Shale Rooting 
Tiles is yet to be found. No other material affords such en- 
during protection, imparts such lasting beauty or proves so 
genuinely economical in the end. 

Another advantage of Imperial Tiles is the air of 
aristocratic distinction which they lend to any home. A 
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Cjyr the use of IMPERIAL "Ancient" Tapered 
1J Mission Tiles, it is possible to simulate the 
mellowed tones of Southern Europe s century 
weathered roofs. Rough and somewhat crude in 
finish and texture, these tiles closely resemble the 
old hand'made product. They are especially appro' 
priatefor use on structures of Spanish architecture. 
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poor roof makes a cheap-looking house, but a beautiful dur- 
able one enhances its appearance and adds more real selling 
value than any other feature. Pride of ownership, if nothing 
else, demands the selection of a quality product such as 
these tiles. 




VEN if you do not contemplate the erection of a 
v^ new residence, and are planning nothing more elab- 
orate than painting and reproofing your present 
home, the selection of Imperial Tiles will solve the root prob- 
lem for all time. 

From the standpoint of beauty, it is possible with a root" 
of these colorful tiles to convert an ordinary dwelling into 
one of unusual charm. 

If you plan to improve the general appearance of your 
home for no other reason than to make it more readily 
salable, the judicious choice of Imperial Tiles will add many 
times their cost to the sale value. 













Imperial Spanish Tiles -This tile is Imperial 
indeed. It is particularly adapted to those 
styles of architecture which are found in 
Southern Europe, ranging from massive and 
monumental buildings of classical form to the 
humbler bungalow in which romantic or pic- 
turesque effects are sought. The tiles are 
formed with a lip'and-lap lock, sodesigned as to 
provide positive protection from the weather. 





Imperial Straight Barrel Mission Tiles — Ob- 
tainable in an almost unlimited range of 
colors, these tiles are recommended for use 
when a rough and polychromatic effect is 
desired. Owing to the wide variety of shades 
available it is possible to tone a roof so that 
it will harmonize ideally with the building 
and its surroundings. These tiles are made 
for either random or regular exposure. 



:al Closed Shingle Tiles — -A pattern 
principally used to carry out the idea of 
Colonial or Early English Architecture. This 
tile has the tongue-and'groove lock, and is far 
superior to the ordinary flat shingle in actual 
strength. In depth of reveal it accentuates 
the horizontal line, and thus escapes the mo- 
notonous effect of other flat roofing materials. 








\\i French Tiles — Thi^ shape i 
called an "all-around" tile, as it may be used 
with almost any design. It ha^ the tongue- 
and'groove lock, and the general effect is fiat, 
although the convolutions m the surface 
afford a very considerable play of light and 
shadow. While most commonly used on large 

(panses, »uch as public buildings, it is 
entirely suitable for use on residena 
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lOOFING tiles of quality are similar in every re- 
spect to all other first grade articles of manufac- 
ture. The raw materials must contain the requisite 
properties ; elaborate machinery must be employed for their 
conversion into high-grade tiles, and experience in selecting, 
combining, treating and firing is vitally essential. 

In all these ways is the Ludowici -Celadon Company 
singularly well-equipped. Our operations are conducted where 
the raw material is best; our plants are equipped only with 
the most modern machinery, and our immense output assures 
absolute uniformity at the lowest possible cost. 

The product of our great plants represents the perfection 
of scientific tile-making. Each and every detail is under the 
supervision of an experienced artisan. Thus the result is the 
judicious choice of materials, suitable blending, exact firing, 
proper glazing. — -the essentials in tiles of enduring quality 
and beauty. 

This is why we are proud to guarantee our product by 
putting our imprint on every piece of tile. The Ludowici- 
Celadon Company is today the world s largest manufacturer 
of roofing tiles, and your architect will tell you that our 
Imperial Vitreous Shale Roofing Tiles are the standard by 
which all others are judged. 
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ROOFS of Imperial Tiles are dotted over all of the 
L United States, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, Porto Rico 
and the Canal Zone. The representative at our 
nearest sales office will be glad to cite roofs m 
localities most convenient for your inspection. 

Sales Offices 

Chicago [04 5. Michigan Ave. 

Ni v. ': - - Fifth Avenue 

Washik • ■- 738 [5th St N. W. 

Philadelphia 1315 Walnut Si 

Pittsburgh .355 Fifth At 

[836 Euclid Avenue 

[NNATl .Schmidt Building 

L >l B . .700 Chestnut St. 

Ka\ _u-A I. ist 10th St. 
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